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end as the North. Atlantic is wide. It
is very deep, and its waters are very
salt.

The long peninsula of Italy, with the
triangular island of Sicily at its toe,
divides the Mediterranean into two
great basins. The shores of Tunis in
Africa are not very far from those of
Sicily, and commanding the gap be-
tween are the Maltese Islands, which
belong to the British Empire.

Between Europe and Africa.

Around the western basin of the
Mediterranean lie the most important
countries; Spain, France and Italy
have shorelands there,, and KG have the
French lands in Northern Africa-
Tunis, Algeria and the French pro-
tectorate of Morocco. The beautiful
Balearic Isles are Spanish, Corsica is
French, and Sardinia and Sicily, Italian.

The eastern basin has not such
important shorelands as the western

basin. The Balkan lands of Yugo-
slavia, Greece and European Turkey,
of Asiatic Turkey (Asia Minor), Syria
and Palestine, and lower Kgypt, lie on
the shores of this part of the Medi-
terranean, Just as France1 has colonies
in North Africa on the opposite shores
of the Western Mediterranean, so Italy
had her North African lands prior to
ihe Second World War. But, on the
whole, the lands fringing this eastern
basin are, drier, less productive and
much more thinly populated than those
along the; shores of the western basin.

There is a great difference, too,
between the, Imids of vSoulhern Europe
and those of Northern Africa on the
other side, of this great sea. The
African lands are much drier, and in
Algeria you need not travel far to the
south by train or motor car before you
find yourself in the, Sahara,, the greatest
desert in the. world. InwhaJ was Italian
Tripoli, the desert is nearer the- sea, and

TAKEN FROM THIS  FRENCH
Oporto is the second largest city of Portugal and the centre of tUo port wino tnuUs   hi j8o<)
the Duke of Wellington took Oporto from, the French, who wix woekn oarJior had gjicked
the town and destroyed over 18,000 men, women and children.